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INFLUENCE, FAITH, HOPE, LOVE


PART 1: SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE





We believe God has called us to lead a church built on four pillars of: 


Influence – Significant in Influence


Faith – Steadfast in Faith


Hope – Unswerving in Hope


Love – Extravagant in Love





SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE


Psa 71:7 “I have become a sign and a wonder (a portent) to many, because You are my strong refuge”


Your existence as a Christian on this planet demands that you live a life of significant influence, so that you become a signpost and a wonderful indication of the life-transforming power of faith, hope and love in Jesus Christ





1 Kings 10 – Queen of Sheba’s visit to Solomon’s Temple


The House of God attracted her, took her breath away, and sent her away more blessed than when she came


That is significant influence!





Matthew 16:18 (MSG) “A church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out”


That is significant influence!





Acts 17:6 Of Paul & Silas “These men have turned the world upside down and now they’ve come to do it here too!”


That is significant influence!





3 CONVICTIONS ABOUT INFLUENCE:





1. I AM CREATED FOR SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE


Genesis 1:26-28


Hardwired and God-breathed into the very DNA of humanity is the seed of influence…SIGNIFICANT Influence


Every person wants to feel like their life is making a difference


We live in a world of celebrity without significance, and prominence without purpose


Celebrity and prominence are poor substitutes for God’s intention of significant influence


You were created on purpose for a purpose!


You were created for significant influence!





2. I AM COMMISSIONED FOR SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE


Matthew 28:18, 19 “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”


The Message says “God has authorized and commanded me to commission you…”


I have a conviction that I have been authorized, commanded, and commissioned to have significant influence for God across the planet


To commission also means to be ready for active service


Acts 1:8 – “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses…”


Need a conviction that you are Called, Chosen & Commissioned





3. I AM CONNECTED FOR SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE


I believe in connections not coincidences


I have a conviction that my life is connecting with the Divine purposes and plans of God


He has connected us with this church and this city


He has connected you here, and He is already preparing others to connect with us here


Not only are you connected together here for significant influence


	Also connected with others in your world to be an influence


	Esther – you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this


	Acts 17:26 “God sets the times and places for all people so 	that they may seek Him and find Him”


This house is purposed for significant influence and it’s people will become known as significant influencers across this city and across the globe – in media, business, education, creative arts, community services, science, sport, leadership, politics, church planting, and any other sphere of influence you are called to


But if you don’t carry this conviction it is all too easy to be influenced rather than the influencer


Jeremiah 15:19 “You must influence them, do not let them influence you”


Judges 3:1-6 Israel was supposed to have conquered and influenced the other nations in the Promised Land, but were becoming influenced by them


Philistines


	“Rolling, migration”


	Independence, no commitment, not planted


Canaanites


	“Merchants, traffickers”


	Consumed by business, career, money-making


Sidonians


	“Hunters, lie in wait, entrap, fishing” 


	Addictions, baited and hooked


Hivites


	“Pleasures”


	Comfort, success, pleasure seeking, materialism


Hittites


	“Terror”


	Fear, stress, suspicion


Amorites


	“Sayers”


	Gossip, rumours, critics


Perizzites


	“Un-walled”


	No boundaries, anything goes


Jebusites


	“Trample down”


	Desecrate, pollute, tear down righteousness and 	godliness





YET ISRAEL MEANS: 


“He will rule as God, God prevails, prince of God”


They were created for influence, commissioned for influence, and connected for influence, but they weren’t having significant influence


We are surrounded by the same counter-cultures


	To live the life we were created for, build the church God is calling us to build, and see Melbourne changed by the message of Jesus, we need an unshakeable conviction that we are CREATED, COMMISSIONED, and CONNECTED for SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE 

















SERMON NOTES





Sunday 3rd January 2010





Ps Artie Shepherd





EASTSIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH


…It’s Your Church!


+61 3 9720 2099	www.eastsidecc.net








