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INFLUENCE, FAITH, HOPE, LOVE – PART 2: STEADFAST FAITH


4 Pillars:


Influence – Significant in Influence


Faith – Steadfast in Faith


Hope – Unswerving in Hope


Love – Extravagant in Love





1 Corinthians 13:13 “Now these three remain – faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love”





STEADFAST FAITH


1 Corinthians 15:58 “Therefore, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”


Steadfast is an old fashioned word


Steadfast does not mean stagnant, locked in the past, holding firmly to “the good old days”


Means resolute, unwavering, fixed in position. Relentless


People who are Steadfast in Faith are:


	Advancing in faith


	Consistent in faith


	Growing in faith


	Increasing in faith


Hebrews 11:1, 2 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good testimony” 


Faith IS NOT just an abstract idea or philosophy or wish 


Faith IS to be persuaded, convinced, and reliant upon something or someone


Faith IS substantial and evidential. If someone has faith in or for something there will be substantial evidence to prove it


Look at Abraham, the Father of Faith


Abraham’s faith is tried and proven over and over. Personification of steadfast faith 


Romans 4:19-21 “And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 20He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, 21and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.”





Genesis 22:1-14





ABC’s of Faith


Faith ACTS


Faith BELIEVES


Faith CONFESSES








1. Faith ACTS		It is a Verb


Abraham rose early, saddled donkey, split firewood, took rope, took a knife, travelled for 3 days


James 2:17 “Faith without work is dead…show me your faith without works, and I’ll show you my faith by my works”


Cannot have faith without action


Q: What do you need to do to live steadfast in faith?








2. Faith BELIEVES		It is Volitional 


Volition is a decision made after deliberation


Hebrews 11:19 “Abraham reasoned/concluded that God was able to raise Isaac back to life from the dead if necessary”


Probably spent all night deliberating before making a volitional decision to believe


	I remember when God said this…


	I remember when God did this… 


Beliefs are built and established after deliberating the substance and evidence


I know God exists because I have the substance and evidence 


	There is more substance to believe in a Creator of the universe 	than evolution by chance


	I have the evidence of personal experience of the work of God 	in mine and other’s lives


	I don’t just know about God – I know Him


	I haven’t just read about Jesus – I know Him


2 Timothy 1:12 “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that day”


Belief is the fulcrum or pivot-point for action and confession


If what you believe is flawed, your faith steps will limp and your faith speech will stutter and splutter


Takes time and intention to establish beliefs which can be built on


	Most people’s beliefs are borrowed


Q: What do you need to become persuaded of to live steadfast in faith?





3. Faith CONFESSES	It is Vocal


Abraham said, “Isaac and I will go to worship, and we will come back to you”


He told Isaac, “The Lord will provide for Himself a lamb for the offering”


Had already learnt the power of faith being vocal when he and Sarah changed their names


	Abram (exalted father) to Abraham (father of many)


	Sarai (my princess) to Sarah (princess to many)


2 Corinthians 4:13 “…we also believe and therefore speak”


Hebrews 11:3 says the world was framed by the word of God


	Your words frame your world


	Cannot underestimate this


If you don’t like what is happening in your world, change the way you speak


If you have promises which are yet to be fulfilled, don’t stop speaking them


If you have a dream in your heart, start talking about it


Don’t speak what is – speak what you believe


Faith confesses – it is vocal – it speaks!


Q: What do you need to speak about to live steadfast in faith?


Steadfast Faith has all three ABC’s working in synergy


No action = no evidence


No belief = no substance


No confession = no obtaining








When a faith test comes, work backwards:


Confess – What did God say?


Believe – What do you believe? 


Act – What will you do?
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