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INFLUENCE, FAITH, HOPE, LOVE


PART 3: UNSWERVING HOPE





Pillar #3: Unswerving in Hope


Significant in Influence


Steadfast in Faith


Unswerving in Hope


Extravagant in Love 





1 Corinthians 13:13 “These three remain: steadfast faith, unswerving hope, and extravagant love. The greatest of these is love”





Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT) “For I know the plans I have for you says the Lord, plans for good and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope”





Romans 15:13 (NKJV) “Now may the God of hope (the source of hope) fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope (overflow with confident hope) by the power of the Holy Spirit.”





“Hope” is Greek word “elpis” = joyful expectation, or confidence





God wants you to build a life, a family, a church, which is unswerving in joyful expectation and confidence


Unswerving Hope is not just about how to find hope for yourself, but how to be a Carrier of Hope into your world – because the church (you and me together) is the best hope for our world








1. CARRIERS OF UNSWERVING HOPE ARE JOYFUL


Jer 29:11 Conviction: “God has plans for me”	


Bible is a love letter from God outlining His intentions and plans for us


It’s a joyful life to know that His plans are perfect for you


	Don’t always understand His plans, but know that His thoughts are greater, His ways are higher


1 Kings 8:23 says God keeps his covenant unswervingly


Philippians 1:6 “Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the return of Jesus Christ”


Don’t have to be fretting that you have missed God’s plan for your life


	Not just a plan - plans


Steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord


Knowing this brings amazing joy to your life


Unswerving joy is a hallmark of a person who carries unswerving hope








2. CARRIERS OF UNSWERVING HOPE ARE EXPECTANT


Jer 29:11 Conviction: “His plans are for my good”


“Good” = “Shalom: safety, wellness, happiness, health, prosperity, peace”


Do you expect these promises of God’s goodness?


Not, “What if it doesn’t happen?” – What if it does??


Carriers of Hope are often accused of being “too positive”


I have a conviction that God is good, only does good, and His plans for me are for good


William Carey – “Attempt great things for God. Expect great things from God.”








3. CARRIERS OF UNSWERVING HOPE ARE CONFIDENT


Jer 29:11 Conviction: “His plans give me confidence for a great future”


Romans 15:13 “that you may overflow with confident hope”


Romans 5:3-5 “We also rejoice in tribulations (problems and trials), knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”


Don’t understand it all right now but if you respond with a right spirit you soon see how that problem produced perseverance -> character -> hope


God is not surprised by what happens to you! He lives in your past, present and future


When you understand this you can approach every situation with confident hope because you know He has plans for your future


The best is yet to come!
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