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INFLUENCE, FAITH, HOPE, LOVE





Part 4: Extravagant in Love





1 Corinthians 13:13


4 Pillars:


Significant in influence


Steadfast in Faith


Unswerving in Hope


Extravagant in Love





THE 5 C’s OF EXTRAVAGANT LOVE:





1. LOVE IS A COMMAND


John 15:17 “I command you to love each other”


Your friends, our community need to see God’s love because all around them love has been diluted, twisted, tainted, betrayed, discarded, manipulated, abused, profiteered, and promised but not delivered 


In a world messed up by greed, hate, broken promises and suspicion it makes sense to only really love the people in your inner circle – why make yourself more vulnerable than that? 


Yet Jesus taught and modelled something entirely different


He even went as far as to say I have to love my enemies!  Matthew 5:44


John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I have loved you”


If you believe God’s love is conditional – that He only loves you when you are good and do the right thing – then you will only love others when they live up to your standards and expectations.


If you believe God’s love is only for the good times, and when things go bad He has turned His back on you or is punishing you, then you will only walk with people through the good times and clear out when times get tough.


If you believe God’s love has to be earned, you will expect others to earn your love and pay you back for every thing you do for them.


Your concept of “as I have loved you” is vital to your ability to express love





2. LOVE IS A CALL


John 13:35 “By this shall all men know that you are my disciples” 


Galatians 5:13 “You have been called to live in freedom…freedom to serve one another in love”


The call of love for broken people was the reason Jesus came from Heaven to earth


It was the reason He went to the Cross


It was the reason He stayed on the Cross


Then He gave the call to His disciples, and it has passed through history and rests in our hands to touch this city with the love of God.


Isaiah 61:1-3 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because…”


We are called to live and breathe and demonstrate the love of God 


I am called to have a great marriage, to have a great family, to be a great friend, to be a great employee as a witness to people around me of the strength of a life built on God’s love.





3. LOVE IS A COST


John 3:16


Costs to love people – money, time, energy, & vulnerability


Mark 14:6


My Utmost for His Highest: “If what we call love doesn’t take us beyond ourselves it is not really love. If we have the idea that love is characterised, cautious, wise, sensible, shrewd and never taken to extremes we have missed the true meaning. This may describe affection and it may bring us a warm feeling, but it is not a true and accurate description of love.”


I don’t want to be a person who just has affection for people 


I want to be a person and for us to be a church which is extravagant in love.


He then goes on to say: “If our devotion is to the cause of humanity we will be very quickly defeated, but if we are motivated by love for God, no amount of ingratitude will hinder us from serving one another.”


We need to love beyond the offence, the thank you, the reward


It costs to make a meal for someone, it costs to drive someone out of your way, and it costs to give up work hours to go and be a mentor in a school or teach R.E.


But if we don’t who will?





4. LOVE IS A COMMITMENT


Love is not based on circumstances – for better or worse, richer or poorer…


Jeremiah 31:3 “I have loved you with an everlasting love”


His love endures forever


Romans 8 “What can separate us from the love of God?”


God doesn’t use the word commitment – He uses covenant


Much stronger word – covenant cannot be broken, even if one party doesn’t keep their part of the deal


That’s the love He has toward you – salvation brings you into covenant with God





5. LOVE IS A CHOICE


It is a Command and a Call, but the ball is in your court


God will not force you to love Him, or to love people


It’s your choice – many people choose only to love themselves


One of the big things we try to help people with in marriage counselling is to see that love is a choice not a feeling


I love Connect groups – people choosing to love a group of friends, with all their oddities and eccentricities, choosing to help others find friendship, and together taking on some projects to practically demonstrate the love of God in the community


Choose to love the house of God and the people of God – some people go to the same church every week but are still just visitors





CONCLUSION


Mother Teresa: “We have been created to love and to be loved”


“The world today is hungry not only for bread but hungry for love”


In Matthew 22:36-39 the Sadducees were asking Jesus about the laws and the scriptures which where more important. One asked Him what was the most important thing


	It’s so simple: “Love God and love people”


We are surrounded by people hungry for real love; hungry to feel that someone accepts them with all their faults and failings


As recipients of God’s great love, our mission is to carry the love of Jesus wherever we go – a love that says:


	You’ve got a great future


	 You’re brilliant


 	God’s got a great plan for you


	 I believe in a God of miracles – can I pray for you?


Whether it’s in words, or actions, or attitude – demonstrating God’s extravagant love is a


Command


Call


Cost


Commitment


Choice
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