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NEHEMIAH SERIES: CUP-BEARER TO CITY-BUILDER


PART 1: WHILE YOU’RE WAITING





OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK


Starts around 444BC, almost 100 years after first exiles returned to Jerusalem to rebuild temple and their houses


Walls and gates still broken down, people are in disarray


One man, Nehemiah, the King’s cup-bearer, is stirred to action 


Israel was captive for 70 years before first exiles returned


Nehemiah probably had never seen the city, and wasn’t aware of its continued broken-down condition


With the King’s blessing he returns to rebuild the walls. 


As everyone works together the wall is rebuilt in record time – only 52 days – despite internal and external opposition





Nehemiah 1:1 The memoirs (cause) of Nehemiah, son of Hacaliah





All through the Bible God looks for people who will respond to His call to live for a greater cause than their own


David – Is there not a cause?


Isaiah – Whom shall we send?


Ezekiel – Looked for someone to stand in the gap


Jesus – Follow me


Jesus – Many are called, few are chosen





WHAT IS YOUR CAUSE?


Heart 		– 	What excites you?


Head 		– 	What do you dream about?


Hands 		– 	What are you good at?


Hearing		– 	What have you heard?


Heels 		– 	Where have you been?


Hunchback 	– 	What are you burdened by? 


Nehemiah 1:1 to 2:4


Switched on by a desire and dream


Shaken by the need and problems


AND Stirred to action


	Many people are like James Bond – shaken not stirred


Called to be a City-Builder but right now he’s a Cup-Bearer


Has a great dream but right now it’s just a pipedream


Has a great desire but right now it’s just a distant destination


Gap between Neh 1 and Neh 2 is 4 months!


	Month of Kislev to month of Nisan


What about you?


	What dreams or desires seem to be just a pipedream 	or 	distant destination?


	Miracle, marriage, children, family restoration, business, 	promotion, ministry…


I hate waiting for anything!


What can you do while you’re waiting to go from Cup-Bearer to City-Builder?








WHILE YOU’RE WAITING:





1. PRAY


Nehemiah prayed an RACV AAA Rated Prayer


ADMIT 


	Deal with sin and any obstacles and hindrances


	Your need of God and His wisdom


AFFIRM 


	Remember!


	Remind God of His promises 


	Align yourself with His purpose


ASK  


	Asked for success and favour


	Message Version “So that I get what I want from the 	king” – The audacity of faith!


	NKJV “Let your servant prosper” = push 	forward, break 	out, cause to prosper


What do you need to pray while you’re waiting?





2. POSITION 


Continued to excel where God placed him


Probably despised being cupbearer to an ungodly king, yet it set him up for his destiny


He was learning the ways of leadership in the palace


Proverbs 22:29 Do you see a man who excels in his work? He shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before unknown men


Message Version: Observe people who are good at their work—skilled workers are always in demand and admired; they don’t take a back seat to anyone


Where has God positioned you while you’re waiting?





3. PREPARE 


God purposes you, and positions you


Your responsibility is to prepare YOU


When the time came Nehemiah had a plan prepared


Prepare your skills for promotion, prepare your structure for business expansion, prepare yourself for marriage partner, prepare for ministry


Overnight sensations are a myth!


What do you need to prepare for while you’re waiting?





4. PERSEVERE 


Every day for 4 months – give me favour this day


Prayed for 4 months before getting king’s attention


Steadfast in Faith and Unswerving in Hope


Don’t stop three steps short!


Luke 11:9 AMP Ask and keep on asking and it shall be given to you; seek and keep on seeking and you shall find; knock and keep on knocking and the door will be opened to you


What do you need to persevere in while you’re waiting?











HIDDEN CLUE FOR WAITING WELL:


Hacaliah = Wait confidently on God, darkness of God (literally deep, rich, brilliance, as in red wine)


Nehemiah = Consolation or encouragement of God 


Hanani = Gracious favour (to stoop or favour an inferior)          PTO


While you are waiting to go from Cup-Bearer to City-Builder,  take time to “Hacaliah” (wait confidently on God and grow a deep, rich relationship with Him), so you can carry and reproduce “Nehemiah” (God’s consolation and encouragement) in people and situations around you. Then you’ll be ready for a visit from “Hanani” (God’s gracious favour which stoops to lift you into your purpose)
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