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INFLUENCE FAITH HOPE LOVE






NEHEMIAH: CUP-BEARER TO CITY-BUILDER


PART 2: WHAT DO YOU WANT?





OVERVIEW


605 BC – Daniel and other members of Judah's elite taken into exile in Babylon


597 BC – King Jehoiakim taken into captivity. 3 months and 10 days later King Jehoiachin, along with other members of the royal family, taken into exile 


586 BC - After a 3-year siege, Jerusalem was conquered and destroyed, and most remaining people taken into captivity. Only the poorest people remained


Jeremiah 29:10-11 NKJV The Lord says: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to this place. 11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.


I always thought that meant 70 years captivity – maybe God rounded up the numbers! 


	But I was wrong


NIV When seventy years are completed for Babylon


609BC – Assyrians conquered by Babylonian Empire


539BC – Babylonians conquered by Persian Empire (King Cyrus)


	= Babylonian Empire lasted 70 years


Cyrus had also been prophesied of earlier in Isaiah 44:26-28


Cyrus fulfilled the prophecy in 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 


538BC – Zerubbabel led rebuilding of the Temple


457BC – Ezra led re-establish of God’s Law


444BC – Nehemiah led rebuilding of the walls 


	Nehemiah was Cup-bearer to King Artaxerxes I Longimanus


	Artaxerxes’ father was Xerxes, who married Esther


Now almost 100 years after first exiles returned to Jerusalem


Walls and gates still broken down, people are in disarray


Nehemiah probably had never seen the city, and wasn’t aware of its continued broken-down condition


With the King’s blessing he returns to rebuild the walls


Under Nehemiah’s leadership the wall is rebuilt in just 52 days – despite internal and external opposition





Nehemiah 2:1-5


2:4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?”


Want = baqash = to search out (specifically in worship and prayer), strive after


Searching out in worship and prayer aligns what you want with what God wants





What do YOU want?





Mark 10:46-52 


Blind Bartimaeus 


Note Jesus didn’t ask “What do you need?”


Want = Thelo = determine actively, intent, purposed, resolved, choose





4 DETERMINED, INTENTIONAL, PURPOSEFUL and RESOLVED CHOICES to make when you know what you want:





1. CHOOSE WHAT YOU EXPECT	- 	THINK


Ephesians 3:20 able to do exceeding, abundantly, above


Low expectation is a curse to greatness


Wish I could forcibly stretch your wanting and expecting!


Pray, think, dream BIGGER, BOLDER, & MORE SPECIFICALLY


What would you try if you couldn’t fail?





2. CHOOSE WHAT YOU PROJECT	- 	SAY


Mark 10:47,48 Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!


Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious for anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God


Do you spend more time projecting the goodness and favour of God, or the problems and obstacles?


Bartimaeus arrested Jesus’ attention by what he said – like Jabez


What are you saying about what you want?





3. CHOOSE WHAT YOU AFFECT & EFFECT	- 	DO


Affect (act to have or feel) leads to effect (to bring about) 


Proverbs 18:24 He who has friends must show himself friendly


	Want friends? Affecting/acting like you are friendly leads to the effect of creating friendships


Jesus – you want something? Do something! Stretch out your hand, take up your mat, start handing out the loaves and fish, get out of the boat


Mark 10:49 Jesus stood still and called Bartimaeus to come to Him





4. CHOOSE WHAT YOU REJECT		- 	DON’T DO


Matthew 27:15 The governor was accustomed to releasing to the crowd one prisoner whom they wanted (“thelo”)


Compare with “boulomai”


Mark 15:15 Pilate, wanting (boulamai) to gratify the crowd


	Passive sense, to acquiesce 


	Pilate acquiesced his want to the want of others


Some options, voices, opportunities, habits, choices need to be rejected totally – You love righteousness and hate wickedness…


Some are not right or wrong, but not God’s best for you – All things are permissible, not all things are beneficial…


Reject voice of the crowd 


	Crowd always tries to get you to be quiet about what you want


Reject familiarity of the past 


	Bartimaeus threw off his beggar’s cloak


Reject excuses you make for yourself or others make for you


Reject obstacles – there’s always a way (affogato; our house)


Nehemiah wasn’t the obvious man for the job


	Lived in Susa, 1232km from Jerusalem


	Had never built a city before





WHAT DO YOU WANT…WHEN DO YOU WANT IT?


Today vs Tomorrow


Exodus 8:10 Moses and Pharaoh
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