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NEHEMIAH: CUP-BEARER TO CITY-BUILDER


PART 3: THE SHORT, SHARP (BUT VERY SWEET) PRAYER





One of the keys which took Nehemiah from Cup-bearer to City-builder was his commitment to prayer


Psalm 127:1 Unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in vain who build it


Whether house you are building is your life, your family, your marriage, your influence in the city, or your church, prayer submits and aligns your life with the One who can build it according to its divine design


Various university, medical, and theological studies have tried to prove the power, or lack of power, in prayer, with the full range of conclusions


	There are just too many variables for any study of the effect 	of prayer to draw a consistent conclusion - who is praying, 	what they are praying, what they believe about what they are 	praying, what they believe about the God they are praying to


It is said that a man with an argument is always at the mercy of a man with an experience


I am convinced prayer is powerful because I have experienced it!


	Younger sister with meningitis


	Older sister with bowel cancer


	My leg cut and bleeding


	Camp Extreme storm


	Girl with one leg shorter than the other


	Lady stirred to pray on our settlement day


	Praying for Alana and kids – at same time they were spinning 	in a car in middle of wet road





Nehemiah knew how to pray – regularly, consistently, and fervently. He also prayed some short, sharp (but very sweet) prayers…


Nehemiah 2:1-5


Nehemiah 2:4 So I prayed to the God of Heaven


Nehemiah made his request and a new decree to rebuild the walls was 	issued on the equivalent of 5th March 444BC


Nehemiah 6:9 Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands


I have also experienced the power of this short, sharp (but very sweet) prayer


	God! I need a venue!





Prayer is powerful not because of form or ritual, but simply because it is communication with the Creator of the universe, the Sovereign Lord of Heaven, the Lord who breaks through, the God of the impossible





Nehemiah understood power of partnering with God in prayer


He did all he could do – prepared, planned, researched, leveraged his position – and let God do what only He can do


Prayed & worked, prayed & worked, prayed & worked…


Augustine said, “Work as though everything depends on you; pray as though everything depends on God” 


Martin Luther said “Pray, and let God worry”





Effective prayer is like a DART:


D	Declaring


A	Asking


R	Reminding


T	Thanking





1. Prayer is DECLARING


This is the pointy end of the spear


Cuts through the barriers of doubt, fear, impossibility, lack, and embeds itself into the promise


Declare the greatness of God and your need of God


Matthew 19:26 Humanly speaking it is impossible, but with God all things are possible


Jeremiah 32:17 Ah Lord God, You have made the heavens and the earth by your great power. Nothing is too difficult for you!


Nehemiah was facing a difficult challenge


	10 or 12 years earlier King Artaxerxes had ordered 	construction of the city and its walls to stop, for fear that the 	city would seek independence from Persia again once it was 	secure (see Ezra 4)


	Nehemiah was about to ask the King to overrule his own 	decree


What do you declare in the face of challenge or impossibility?


Zara’s prayer – Dear Lord Jesus, I pray that Daddy’s head would feel better, and that you would take away anything that’s wrong. Whatever is making him hurt, it has to go away and you have to make him better. In Jesus’ name, Amen


	Prayer is not wishing or hoping


Declare the name of Jesus!








2. Prayer is ASKING


Asking attaches the declaration to the shaft of the dart


Gives weight to the Declaring and Reminding


Declaration on its own is powerful for fixing your faith in who God is, but you can’t receive until you ask


James 4:2,3 You have not because you ask not, and when you do ask you don’t receive because your motives are wrong, wanting only what will give you pleasure


What do you want? What are you searching out in prayer and worship, to ask in alignment with God’s will


Ask and keep on asking!


Luke 18 Jesus taught us to be prayer-naggers! Persistent widow








3. Prayer is REMINDING


Reminding is the shaft that keeps your declarations and asking strong and straight, not wavering under pressure


Shaft carries the crest or markings of its owner


“Remember me” = literally means “mark me”


Nehemiah 1:8-10 8Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations; 9but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.’





Nehemiah 5:19 Remember me, my God, for good, according to all that I have done for this people.


Nehemiah 13:14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God, and for its services!


Nehemiah 13:22 Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of Your mercy!


Nehemiah 13:31 Remember me, O my God, for good!


Genesis 32:12 For You said, ‘I will surely treat you well, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’


Numbers 14:17-18 Please, Lord, prove that your power is as great as you have claimed. For you said, 18‘The LORD is slow to anger and filled with unfailing love, forgiving every kind of sin and rebellion.


1 Kings 8:24-25 You have kept your promise to your servant David, my father. You made that promise with your own mouth, and with your own hands you have fulfilled it today. 25“And now, O LORD, God of Israel, carry out the additional promise you made to your servant David, my father. For you said to him, ‘If your descendants guard their behavior and faithfully follow me as you have done, one of them will always sit on the throne of Israel.’ 


Psalm 119:49 Remember your promise to me; it is my only hope








4. Prayer is THANKING 


Thanking is the vane or tailfins which keeps the dart on course and carries it to the target


Thankfulness counteracts through the crosswind of doubt


Thankfulness stabilizes the dart


Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, with prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God





NOTE: Short, sharp prayers were very sweet and effective in Nehemiah’s life because they weren’t the standard of his prayer life!





What do you need to be Declaring, Asking, Reminding and Thanking in prayer this week?
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