[image: image1.jpg]EASTSIDECHURCH

INFLUENCE FAITH HOPE LOVE






NEHEMIAH: CUP-BEARER TO CITY-BUILDER


PART 6: TOGETHER





Nehemiah 3





So many metaphors and deep meanings in the names of the gates and the names of the builders


But let’s just keep it simple: TOGETHER


Together is a powerful word


Captured the imagination of a nation 


“Together we can. Yes we can”





TOGETHER is YOU+ONE


Plus = together with; better than; having a positive charge; an advantage 


+ONE is small yet so powerful 


Jesus talked about leaving the 99 YOU’S to look for the +ONE


Making a difference in the ONE can make a difference to many


If we can change the world for ONE person, and then change the world for another +ONE person, we just might change the world for enough ONES that we end up changing the whole world


YOU+ONE is all about the power of ONE in your world


It is building your life ONE decision at a time, ONE area at a time


Building the church ONE person at a time, ONE week at a time


It is finding ONE person to connect, ONE person to care for, ONE area to contribute


It is helping other ONES discover the power of ONE


YOU+ONE could very well revolutionize your world, and change the world around you in the process!


We want every partner in Eastside to embrace the YOU+ONE life


YOU+ONE will overflow into every area of our church and every area of your life





YOU+ONE for Church Life:


	Attend ONE weekend service for you to enjoy worship and the Word


	+ONE weekend service for others – serving, contributing, bringing


	+ONE mid-week group for connection, care and growth


YOU+ONE in your world


	Is there +ONE thing I could do for my marriage?


	Is there +ONE thing I could change in my business?


	Is there +ONE thing I could do for my health?


	Is there +ONE person I could offer friendship to?


	Is there +ONE change I could make in my finances?





Acts 4:32 All the believers were united as (YOU+) one – one heart, one mind


Philippians 1:27 Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then…I will know that you are standing side by side (YOU+ONE), fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News. (NLT)


Psalm 133:1-3 How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity (YOU+ONE)…there the Lord commands the blessing








TOGETHER (YOU+ONE) IS MIRACULOUS





Samuel 23:9, 10 


"Next in rank among the Three was Eleazar son of Dodo, a descendant of Ahoah. Once Eleazar and David stood together and defied the Philistines when the entire Israelite army had fled. 10 He arose and attacked the Philistines until his hand was too tired to lift his sword, and his hand stuck to the sword, and the Lord gave him a great victory that day. The rest of the army did not return until it was time to collect the plunder!"





"Eleazar and David (YOU+ONE) stood together." Proverbs says one of the most majestic sights is that of a king whose troops are with him. 


Together (YOU+ONE) was miraculous for Nehemiah as the people rebuilt the city together; and it was miraculous for David as he stood together with Eleazar





Together Becomes Miraculous When:





1. WE SERVE TOGETHER


Eleazar was one of the Three Mighty Men who broke through enemy lines to bring David a drink from the well of Bethlehem


Always looking for ways to serve and refresh


Compare Eleazar’s attitude with the Leaders of Tekoa


		Brought not their necks to the service (didn’t put their neck on 		the line)


		Bring neck to service means to “put it under the yoke of 			another.” They wouldn’t submit and serve


The people served together in areas they were interested in – either near their own house or according to vocation


Together is YOU+ONE for Contributing


	Is there ONE area I can serve in?


	Is there ONE more area I can serve in?


	Is there ONE person I can help to become a contributor?


	Is there ONE more thing I can do, ONE more offering I can give, ONE more person I can encourage, ONE more child I can sponsor, ONE more…





2. WE SACRIFICE TOGETHER


YOU+ONE for Caring


	Is there ONE person I can help?


	Is there ONE thing I can do to make a difference to another 	ONE?


	Is there ONE need I can meet?


Willing to put David’s need, and the need of the barley farmer ahead of his own


Shallum and his daughters – they paid the cost





3. WE STICK TOGETHER


The rest of the army had fled, but Eleazar fought until his hand was too tired to lift his sword – and then victory came. 


Shooting stars vs Constellations


YOU+ONE for Connecting


	Is there ONE person I can invite and bring?


	Is there ONE new person I can meet?


	Is there ONE person I can connect with another ONE





4. WE SHARE VICTORIES TOGETHER


Rest of David’s army saw victory happen from afar and returned only when the battle was won


Reaped some of the spoils of victory but had no sense of ownership of the victory, and would struggle the next time a similar challenge came along


We want you to be part of this city-building, city-changing adventure


It will happen with or without you


Prefer it to be with you!!











LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE:





Being united TOGETHER has great benefits – in the home, at work, on the sporting field, and in church. Describe the personal benefits of TOGETHER you have experienced in any of those settings


What about the negative side-effects of when there was no spirit of TOGETHER


Talk about how you think the YOU+ONE concept will be beneficial to your life and your church


What is ONE thing you can do together this week as a Life Group to make a difference in ONE person’s life outside your group?
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