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INFLUENCE FAITH HOPE LOVE






NEHEMIAH: CUP-BEARER TO CITY-BUILDER


PART 7: GO FLY A KITE (OPPOSITION 101)





Have you ever been ridiculed? 


Complained about? 


Falsely accused? 


Spoken of badly? 


Mocked? 


Been unfairly treated?


Been personally attacked by someone with an agenda?


Had a great idea rejected because of another person’s fear, jealousy or pride? 


Are your family or friends happy to share their negative opinions of your choices and decisions with you?





We will NEVER encourage a victim mentality in this church


You are called to live as a victor not a victim


OPPOSITION is a fact of life





TEXT: Nehemiah 4 and 6





Opposition comes in all shapes and sizes


Opposition comes from many different sources – enemies, friends, family, competitors, spiritual, internal, strangers


Opposition does not have to be a negative


Stronger opposition = creates stronger people/players/teams


Diamonds are only made with the opposition of pressure


Gold is purified with the opposition of fire





Every city-builder faces opposition


Anyone doing anything significant faces opposition


Anyone extending the Kingdom of God faces opposition


Some great thoughts about opposition:


Albert Einstein: “Great spirits have always found violent opposition from mediocrities. The latter cannot understand it when a man does not thoughtlessly submit to hereditary prejudices, but honestly and courageously uses his intelligence.”


Gandhi: “It is the reformer who is anxious for the reform, and not society, from which he should expect nothing better than opposition, abhorrence and mortal persecution”


Robert F. Kennedy: “One fifth of people are against everything all the time”


Orison Swett Marden: “Success is not measured by what you accomplish, but by the opposition you have encountered, and the courage with which you have maintained the struggle against overwhelming odds.”


Stephen Covey: “Opposition is a natural part of life. Just as we develop our physical muscles through overcoming opposition - such as lifting weights - we develop our character muscles by overcoming challenges and adversity.”


Anon: “There is legislation in parliament to ban people from wearing pants that fit too low. However, there is lots of opposition from the plumbers’ union.”





NEHEMIAH THE CITY-BUILDER FACED:





1. RIDICULE


Neh 4:1-3


Fear of ridicule cripples many people


Ridicule opposes your confidence


Can do most things if you do it with confidence


Response: Had a mind to work; heart for the work; worked enthusiastically


Do You: Mock & Ridicule OR Motivate & Reinforce





2. CONFUSION


Neh 4:7-9


Conspired to attack and cause confusion and trouble 


Confusion opposes ability to stay focussed and see the main thing


Pizza Wars – we wanted to get distracted!


Response: Set a watch/guard over themselves


Do You: Confuse OR Clarify





3. COMPLAINTS


Neh 4:10


Internal complaints, whinging, tired, discouraged


Complaints oppose your enthusiasm and energy


They only saw rubbish – Nehemiah saw construction material


Response: Re-focussed on their vision


Do You: Complain OR Construct





4. NEGATIVE OPINIONS


Neh 4:11-12


Nagging, negative, opinionated fringe people 


	Repeating what the enemy said


	Everyone is saying…


Negative opinions oppose your optimism


Armchair critics are experts of opinion


Theodore Roosevelt: “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again; because there is not effort without error and shortcomings; but who does actually strive to do the deed; who knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotion, who spends himself in a worthy cause, who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement and who at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring greatly. So that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat.”


Stay together and fight for each other


Response: Spoke faith and purpose


Do You Speak: Negative Opinions OR New Opportunities








Opposition can weaken or strengthen you


Daily choice to respond to opposition positively


Victim or Victor – “so the wall was finished, just fifty-two days after we had begun”





All the way through Nehemiah’s response was to pray – sometimes it is the only thing you can do!











LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE:





Share one time you faced one of these kinds of opposition (no names!) and how you overcame it


What do you think about the statement “Opposition does not have to be a negative”?


Why do you think prayer helps when facing opposition?


It can be a natural tendency to negatively oppose changes, new ideas, or new opportunities. How can you keep yourself open to approaching them from a positive point of view?


Is there one person or situation in your world this week where you could be the voice that motivates, constructs and speaks faith and purpose? Could be a friend, family member, co-worker, employee, neighbour etc. Maybe you could send a note, email, card, call, have coffee, publicly praise…


Pray for:


People in your group who may be facing strong opposition


People you are believing to see say Yes to Jesus


Artie and Alana and the leadership of Eastside














Sunday AM 13th June 2010 – Ps Artie Shepherd











