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INFLUENCE FAITH HOPE LOVE






NEHEMIAH: CUP-BEARER TO CITY-BUILDER


PART 8: KEEP FLYING THAT KITE (OPPOSITION 101 CONT’D)








TEXT: Nehemiah 4 and 6





NEHEMIAH THE CITY-BUILDER FACED:





1. RIDICULE





2. CONFUSION





3. COMPLAINTS





4. NEGATIVE OPINIONS





5. DISTRACTIONS


Neh 6:1-4


“Come meet with us among the villages in the plain of Ono” 


Distractions oppose your focus


Response: I am doing a great work


Do You: Distract OR Direct





6. FALSE ACCUSATIONS


Neh 6:5-9


Rumours, slander, gossip, false accusations


False accusations oppose your credibility and reputation


1 Pet 3:13-18 If with heart and soul you’re doing good, do you think you can be stopped? 14Even if you suffer for it, you’re still better off. Don’t give the opposition a second thought. 15Through thick and thin, keep your hearts at attention, in adoration before Christ, your Master. Be ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the way you are, and always with the utmost courtesy. 16Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people throw mud at you, none of it will stick. They’ll end up realizing that they’re the ones who need a bath. 17It’s better to suffer for doing good, if that’s what God wants, than to be punished for doing bad. 18That’s what Christ did definitively: suffered because of others’ sins, the Righteous One for the unrighteous ones. He went through it all—was put to death and then made alive—to bring us to God.


Response: Reject and continue


Do You: Falsely Accuse OR Firstly Affirm





7. FEAR


Neh 6:10-14


Spiritualises the opposition – “let’s go into the temple”


Temptation 


Sin results in fear, inferiority and rejection


Fear opposes your faith


Response: Refuse to compromise your convictions or bow to fear


Do You: Flee in Fear OR Fight in Faith





Opposition can weaken or strengthen you


Daily choice to respond to opposition positively


Victim or victor – “so the wall was finished, just fifty-two days after we had begun”





All the way through Nehemiah prayed – sometimes it is the only thing you can do!






































LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE:





Share one time you faced one of these kinds of opposition (no names!) and how you overcame it


What do you think about the statement “Opposition does not have to be a negative”?


Why do you think prayer helps when facing opposition?


It can be a natural tendency to negatively oppose changes, new ideas, or new opportunities. How can you keep yourself open to approaching them from a positive point of view?


Is there one person or situation in your world this week where you could be the voice that motivates, constructs and speaks faith and purpose? Could be a friend, family member, co-worker, employee, neighbour etc. Maybe you could send a note, email, card, call, have coffee, publicly praise…


Pray for:


People in your group who may be facing strong opposition


People you are believing to see say Yes to Jesus


Artie and Alana and the leadership of Eastside








Sunday PM 13th June 2010 – Ps Artie Shepherd











