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INFLUENCE FAITH HOPE LOVE






WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING AT?





Amazing how two people can look at the same thing, yet see two very different things


Aerial Angels


Most people will see what they are conditioned to seeing


	Our new house façade


Regularly ask our team, “What do you see?”


	Want them to condition their eyes to seeing details





Most people see a challenge, accept their excuses, and bypass an opportunity


Faith-filled people see an opportunity, accept a challenge, and bypass their excuses





1 Samuel 14:1-13


Two rocks – Bozez (bright, shining) and Seneh (thorny, prickly)





ARE YOU LOOKING AT:


1. BLOOPERS & BATTERINGS


or BLESSINGS & BETTER THINGS


Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


Amos 9:13 Things are going to happen so fast your head will swim, one thing fast on the heels of the other. You won't be able to keep up. Everything will be happening at once—and everywhere you look, blessings! 


What’s wrong OR What’s right


Sharp thorns OR shining glorious


Some people sing in the rain; others just get wet


2. COMPLAINTS


or COMPLETION


Numbers 13:27-30 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan." 30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it."


“Why not” OR “Why not?”


Problems OR Promises








3. DREARINESS, DRUDGERY & DISASTERS IN THE DARK & DUST


or DREAMS, DESIRES & DESTINY IN THE DARK & DUST


Hebrews 11:12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.


See the stars best in the dark


Get stars in your eyes and sand in your toes


Live in your dreams – work in your dust


Hard ground OR Harvest fields


John 4:35 Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.


The sower doesn’t give up because it’s hard work – has harvest in mind








4. HOPELESS MISMATCH


or HOPE FOR A MIRACLE


1 Samuel 14:6 Nothing can stop the Lord from saving by many or by few


Bible is full of hopeless mismatches:


	Gideon’s 300 men


	David and Goliath


	Daniel in the lion’s den


	Shadrach, Meschach and Abednego


All in the Bible so that when we are faced with a hopeless mismatch of:


	Cancer diagnosis


	Firstfruits offering


	Sons or daughters away from God


	A city of 3.8 million people


	We can have hope for a miracle








5. OPPOSITION & OBSTACLES	


or OPEN DOORS & OPPORTUNITIES


1 Corinthians 16:9 There is a wide-open door for a great and effective work here, although many oppose me


Chinese character for “Crisis” = dangerous opportunity


1 Samuel 14:10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up. For the Lord has delivered them into our hand, and this will be a sign to us.


Actually doesn’t make much sense! I think Jonathan was hoping for a fight


Opposition is usually a sign that you’re heading in the right direction – anything which is moving forward faces resistance


	Resistance training makes you stronger


	Resistance takes an aircraft higher


Sometimes doors need to be pushed or pulled








6. THE PAST


or THE PRIZE


Israel longed for the leeks and garlic of Egypt when they could have had the milk and honey of the Promised Land


Seneh looked back to the failed king of the past


Bozez looked toward the future-hope prize of the Philistines garrison


Good old days OR Goodness of the Lord in the land of the living


Ecclesiastes 7:10 Don’t long for “the good old days.” This is not wise


Psalm 27:13 I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 








7. TROUBLES


or TRIALS


James 1:2-4 Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when trials and challenges come at you from all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open and shows its true colors. So don't try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any way.


Big difference between troubles and trials


	Troubles can take a team or player down


	Trials are qualifiers for the Premier League or the 	Olympic track











LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE:


1. Share a time you saw an opportunity, accepted a challenge, and bypassed your excuses


2. Did you realise you need to change what you see in any of these areas? Which one(s)?


3. Do you have any promises that are being overshadowed by problems right now? Agree together in prayer with your Life Group for God to fulfil His promises in your life


4. Share a time when God’s performed a miracle in a situation which seemed like a mismatch


5. Are you facing any mismatches in your life where you need God to do a miracle right now?


6. Pray together specifically for some of your friends or family who do not yet know Jesus
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